
B
ook

of
th

e
B

ible:
P

hilippians
—

“S
ervice

w
ith

a
S

m
ile”

P
astor

K
ent

G
roethe

B
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
:

Philippi
w

as
a

city
nam

ed
after

A
lexander

the
G

reat’s
father.

T
he

church
th

ere
w

ere
supporters

of
Paul’s

m
inistry.

P
hilippians

is
one

of
the

four
“prison

epistles”
because

they
are

w
ritten

from

prison.
It

is
likely

Paul
is

im
prisoned

in
R

om
e

w
hen

he
w

rote

P
hilippians.

K
ey

V
erse:

“Y
our

attitu
d
e

should
be

the
sam

e
as

th
at

o
f

C
hristJesus,

w
ho

being

in
the

very
n
atu

re
G

od
did

not
consider

equality
w

ith
G

od
som

ething

to
be

grasped,
but

m
ade

him
selfnothing,

taking
the

very
n
atu

re
of

a

servant...he
hum

bled
him

self
and

becam
e

obedient
to

earth
—

even

death
on

a
cross.”

P
hilippians

2:5-8

T
he

attitu
d
e

of
a

C
hristian

has
several

core
com

ponents:

1.
S

u
fferin

g
is

W
elco

m
e

“1
w

ant
to

know
C

hristand
the

pow
er

ofhis
resurrection

and
the

fellow
ship

ofsharing
his

suffering.”
P

hilippians
3:10

“For
m

e,
to

live
is

C
hrist

an
d

to
die

is
gain.”

P
hilippians

1:21

2.
Joyful,

E
ven

in
S

u
fferin

g
.

R
ejoice

in
the

L
ord

alw
ays,

Iw
illsay

it again:
R

ejoice!”
P

hilippians
3:1

Jesus
“w

ho
fo

r
the

joy
set

before
him

,
endured

the
cross.”

H
eb.

12:2

T
he

w
ords

“R
ejoice,”

“joy,”
and

“glad”
are

m
entioned

16
tim

es
—

R
em

em
ber

Paul
is

in
prison

and
the

P
hilippians

w
ere

suffering

persecution
at

th
e

tim
e.”

3.
C

o
n

fid
en

ce

“I
can

do
all

things
through

him
w

ho
gives

m
e

strength.”
4:13

“M
y

G
od

w
illm

eet
your

needs
according

to
his

glorious
riches

in

C
hristJesus.”

P
hilippians

4:19

4.
P

eace

D
o

not
be

anxious
ab

o
u

t
anything,

b
u
t

in
everything,

by
p
ray

er
an

d

petition
w

ith
thanksgiving,

p
resen

t
your

requests
to

G
od,

an
d

the

peace
of

G
od,

w
hich

transcends
all

understand,
w

illkeep
your

h
earts

and
m

inds
in

C
hristJesus.

P
hilippians

4:6-7

C
o
n
ten

tm
en

t:

I have
learned

to
be

content
w

hatever
the

circum
stances.

Ihave

learned
the

secret
of

being
co

n
ten

t
in

any
and

every
situation,

w
hether

w
ellfed

or
hungry,

w
hether

in
plenty

or
in

w
ant.”

Phil.
4:11-12

Jesus
displayed

all
th

ese
attitu

d
es

perfectly.
Paul

also
exhibited

them
in

a

profound
w

ay
because

he
had

died
to

self
and

su
rren

d
ered

his
life

com
pletely

to
Jesus.

T
hese

attitu
d

es
are

developed:

+
through

regular
contact

w
ith

the
W

ord
of

G
od

+
through

m
entorship

+
through

suffering

+
through

grow
ing

in
understanding

G
od’s

love

+
through

significant
experiences

of
Jesus


